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Why is SCAG developing a Regional Open 
Space Program…and why now?

What will the program cover?

What are we learning about open space 
in the region?

What’s the purpose of today’s workshop?



Who and Where

Largest MPO in 
Nation
6 counties, 159 cities
25 million acres
18.1 million residents
40 years of planning



14 Subregions



Why and Why Now?

Two interrelated contexts and concerns 

Regional Transportation

Regional Growth



Transportation

Regional 
Transportation Plan 
(RTP)

SAFETEA-LU

Growth

Regional 
Comprehensive Plan 
(RCP)

Compass Blueprint/2% 
Strategy

CEQA Reform



Regional Transportation Plan

2004 RTP and 2007 Update
Program EIR for 2004 RTP
-- Identifies significant impacts to open space resources from 

RTP projects
-- Identifies development of open space program as part of 

mitigation

2007 RTP Update
-- Similar projects, impacts, and need for mitigation
-- New federal planning and consultation requirements 



SAFETEA-LU

Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users
Applies to federally-funded transportation projects
Requires 
-- expanded consultation with other agencies during RTP 

planning process
-- discussion of impact avoidance, minimization, and 

mitigation in the RTP

Encourages coordination of transportation planning 
with economic development, environmental 
protection, airport operations, and freight movement



Regional Comprehensive Plan

1996 RCP Update
9 components and 2 special focus sections
-- Regional Open Space Program part of Open 

Space and Habitat Component

Similar in concept and format to local 
General Plan 



Compass Blueprint/2% Strategy

Region’s adopted growth vision and strategy
Blueprint addresses projected addition of 
5,000,000 residents over next 25 years
2% Strategy focuses on changes in land use 
and transportation trends
-- Local and regional benefits from small changes in 

many locations



CEQA Reform

Potential State legislation 
Streamline review process and allocate 
financial incentives for areas with adopted 
growth plans  
-- open space component required part of growth 

plan



Why, Why SCAG, and Why Now?

CEQA and SAFETEA-LU 
requirements for 
addressing RTP impacts

RCP and Compass/2% 
Strategy context and 
incentives for regional 
growth management



Why else?

Pace and extent of land conversion 

Options that are being lost



12,000 Reasons Why

0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 100,000

acres

Land Use Changes 2002-2005

Increase in Open Space/Recreation Lands
Converted Farmland
Converted Vacant Land



What Will the Program Cover?

Regional Open Space Resources

Natural Lands

Community Open Space

Farmlands



Natural Lands

Natural 
Communities/Habitats

Wildlife Linkages

Program focus:  
biological functions and 
values



Community Open Space

Parks and other open 
space recreation areas
Natural lands within 
developed communities 
Other community open 
space (greenbelts, 
urban forests, 
community gardens)
Program focus:  public 
access and use; 
community needs  



Farmlands

Prime farmlands
Areas designated for 
agricultural in local 
General Plans
Farmlands that are part 
of community open 
space
Program focus:  
encroachment by other 
uses; conversion trends



Planning Framework

Same for Each Component

Build on, augment, fill gaps of existing programs

Address RTP mitigation requirements



Planning Process

Phase A
-- Compile database, planning tools, examples
-- Identify data gaps, data limitations, and planning issues
-- Determine analytical methods
-- Initiate outreach with SCAG members and other 

stakeholders
Phase B
-- Identify and evaluate conservation options
-- Develop program details through interactive process
-- Coordinate with RTP update and Compass
-- Complete RCP component



What We’re Learning

Broad array of existing open space programs in the 
region, with some overlaps and gaps  

Many good datasets available for planning, but not 
one for the SCAG region as a whole

20+ million people in the region may need more 
open space choices than the remaining 20 million 
acres of vacant land can provide



Open Space Resources in Region Today

Based on 2005 land use inventory 
Difference between “open” lands and 
designated open space
Focus on community open space uses



“Open” Lands

Official open space:  Areas designated and 
being used for open space and recreation 
purposes; some water areas
Perceived open space: vacant lands, 
agriculture

How much of each in region?  

How much developed land?





2005 Land Uses -- Region
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Open Space Uses -- Region
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Transportation Land Uses -- Region
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Acres per Type per Subregion
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% per Type by Subregion
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“Open” Uses Minus “Vacant”
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Smaller Subregion View
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Designated Open Space vs. Developed

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

Ven
tur

a C
ou

nty

North
 LA C

oun
ty

La
s V

irg
ne

s/ 
Mali

bu

Sou
th 

Bay C
itie

s
City

 of
 LA

Wests
ide

 C
itie

s

Arro
yo

 V
erd

ugo

Gate
way

 C
itie

s
San

 G
ab

rie
l

Orang
e C

oun
ty

WRCOG
CVAG

San
 B

ern
ardi

no
 C

ou
nty

Im
peri

al 
Coun

ty

Open Space and Recreation Lands Transportation All Other Developed



Designated Open Space vs. Transportation
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More Roads than Space?
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“Roaded” Region



Identify and discuss community open space 
issues that should be addressed in the 
program

Identify other programs and plans that we 
should consider

Identify and discuss possible roles for SCAG 

Purpose of Workshop
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